


Native American Trust Lands 

Agricultural production and permanent repository for 

agricultural drainage water 

Regional water security 

Energy opportunities 

Recreation/Socio-economic Opportunities 

Human Health & Air Quality 

Bird diversity 2nd in North America (+400 species)  

~ 20 species of Conservation Concern 

Salton Sea Importance 





Surrounded by nearly half a million acres of agricultural land. Water 

from this land runs off into the Sea.  

 

For 2016, agriculture contributed $4.5B to Imperial County economy 

and supported 24,429 jobs (Crop Report PLUS Series, Dec. 2017) 

 









California county listing for childhood asthma hospitalizations 2010  

Riverside and Imperial County marked in red  

(Salton Sea straddles both counties)   



Coachella and Imperial ‘serious non-attainment areas’ for  PM10 (about 261 tons/day 

in basin) 

• 26.5 sq. miles of lakebed exposed by 2018 

• ~ 134 sq. miles of lakebed exposed by 2036 

• Potential for additional 86 tons/day of PM10 

 

Responsibility of individual landowners to mitigate dust 





Species of concern 



If we do nothing, 2014 Pacific Institute 
report highlights 

   

• Flows to Sea decrease by 40% in the 
next 15 years 

• 100 mi2 of exposed playa 

• Salinity concentrations triple 

 

• Estimated costs by 2047  

• habitat loss $10-26B  

• Human health effects $21-37B 

• property values decrease $400M 

• recreation decrease $110-150M 

 



Between Department of Interior & California Department of 
Natural Resources 

• Recognizes State’s leadership role  

• Supports 25,000 acre goal for wildlife habitat, air & water 
quality projects 

 

• US agrees to pursue: 

• $20M for Operation & Maintenance costs of habitat and 
dust suppression projects associated with Salton Sea 
Management Plan 

• $10M for State managed monitoring of Salton Sea 
Management Plan projects 

 

 

2016 Memorandum of Understanding 



Reclamation’s Role 

• Related to agricultural drainage from lands irrigated by Colorado River 

water 

• Sea is critical to regional water security 

• Involved in Sea planning, research, and projects for over 40 years 

• Federal Agency Trust responsibilities 

• Provide technical and programmatic support, recognizing the State’s 

leadership 

• Title to approximately 90,000 acres around/under Sea 

• $300,000 annual budget + additional funding to support specific projects 

• FY16-19, spent approximately $8.5 million on program administration 

and projects for dust suppression, habitat restoration, water quality 

monitoring, & restoring boat access  



Salton Sea 

Management 

Program Overview 

(2018-2028)  







Red Hill Bay 



USFWS Sonny Bono National Wildlife Refuge, Chris Schoneman 

Constructing Red Hill Bay Settling Basin 



Red Hill Bay pupfish relocation 

USFWS Sonny Bono National Wildlife Refuge 



Installing snags for habitat at Red Hill Bay 

Photo credit: USFWS Sonny Bono National Wildlife Refuge 



Torres Martinez 

Wetland Project 



Groundwater pump at the 

Torres Martinez Wetlands 



The North Shore Beach and Yacht Club 





2018 Farm Bill 



27 

Eyes On the Sea hits the Salton Sea shoreline. Audubon California recently launched a 

new program that provides opportunities for local youth to monitor birds at the Salton Sea.  

Indio High School, posted by Garrison Frost 

 



KDI and Alianza have trained a cohort of local youth to collect data on air 

pollution and monitor the Sea’s receding shoreline. 

Through journalism and storytelling, the youth are elevating community stories about 

the environmental, social, and economic effects of the Sea.  



Genevieve Johnson 

Bureau of Reclamation, Salton Sea Program Manager 

gjohnson@usbr.gov 

Photo credit: Daniel S. Cooper, Audubon 


