The Salton Sea:
The Next Chapter
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Pacific Institute

Founded in 1987 and based In
Oakland, California, the Pacific
Institute IS a non-profit research
center dedicated to protecting our
natural world, encouraging
sustainable development, and
Improving global security.

WWW.pacinst.org
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Presentation Notes
Non-profit. I’ve been working to protect and revitalize the Salton Sea >18 yrs
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Jan 2000– present – ~16 yrs of data. Steep drop, especially in Oct
Current elevation is about -234’, about ½ foot lower than it was last year at this time
And almost 6’ lower than elevation 10 yrs ago
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Projections from 2006 report, based on CH2M-Hill modeling. 
Gradual change for 2 more years, but then we hit the tipping point, moving to a 10-12 y period of very rapid change where elevation drops 20 feet & salinity triples
Rate of change – driven by the QSA transfers – is the key challenge, overwhelming species’ resilience and will lead to massive die-offs
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What this means on the ground – sea shrinks, exposing as much as 150 sq miles of lakebed relative to 2000 elevation
60% of this estimated exposure attributable to QSA transfers
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Salton Sea Task Force
Agency Actions

The implementation of sustainable habitat and air quality management and mitigation at the Salton Sea
through a Salton Sea Management Program 1s crifical for the protection of regional air quality, natural
resources at the sea, and the manapement of a stable Colorado River Supply for Califormia. The Salton
Sea Task Force recognizes the contributions of the local leadership, plans, and mmtiatives that have
mformed the Task Force process. Followmg meetings with key stakeholders, the Task Force finds that
mmplementation of a successful Salton Sea Management Program depends on the following three
prnnciples: 1) strong state, federal and local partnerships; 2) clear and achievable milestones with state-
directed plans to achieve them: and 3) commutted participation from all stakeholders who share the geals
of protecting air quality, reducing habitat impacts, and maintaining a secure Colorado River Water
Supply. These three factors will drive decision-making on a shori- and a mediom-term plan whale
leveraging fiscal and technical resources to deliver projects 1n an expedited manner.

The Natural Resources Agency will take the following actions over an accelerated timeline:

#* Begin immediate implementaton and further development of Salton Sea management plan

@ The plan will prioritize actions that respond to atr quality and nateral resources impacts
while incorporating opportunities for regional economic development. including
recreational and repewable opporiunities that benefit implementation of the plan.

o A science advisory committee will be utilized to provide scientific expertise into plan
development.

o Colorado River stakeholders will be asked to assist with the development of the plan The
Salton Sea Authority and 1ts members will be asked to help facilitate local involvement.

 Improve public outreach and local partnership



Task Force Agency Actions

e“The CEC and the PUC will
evaluate how renewables at and
around the SS will further the

- goals of the integrated resources
plans;.including.a-balanced
resource mix and the
minimization of localized air
pollutants”



Task Force Agency Actions

e “\Within the next year [2016], as part
of planning to meet the 2030
greenhouse gas goals, the PUC, the

- CEC and the ISO will consider
renewable energy opportunities at
and around-the SS and the region,
and any additional transmission that
may be needed for the near term or
long term.”
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Lots of good options being developed, include backbone, SSRREI, habitat/AQ w renewables
Water Management Facilities Concept Design, from SSRREI
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Action on the SS is the linchpin to expanded development of renewables in this valley.
The pieces are starting to come together and there are good options for moving forward, but many obstacles remain
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