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PI background

Pacific Institute

Founded in 1987 and based in 
Oakland, California, the Pacific 
Institute is a non-profit research 
center dedicated to protecting our 
natural world, encouraging
sustainable development, and 
improving global security.

www.pacinst.org
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Presentation Notes
Non-profit. I’ve been working to protect and revitalize the Salton Sea >18 yrs



Overview



Hydrology

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jan 2000– present – ~16 yrs of data. Steep drop, especially in Oct
Current elevation is about -234’, about ½ foot lower than it was last year at this time
And almost 6’ lower than elevation 10 yrs ago



Salton Sea Elevation and Salinity

<2 years

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Projections from 2006 report, based on CH2M-Hill modeling. 
Gradual change for 2 more years, but then we hit the tipping point, moving to a 10-12 y period of very rapid change where elevation drops 20 feet & salinity triples
Rate of change – driven by the QSA transfers – is the key challenge, overwhelming species’ resilience and will lead to massive die-offs



SS extent

Sea could 
recede >5 
miles from 
recent 
shoreline 
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Presentation Notes
What this means on the ground – sea shrinks, exposing as much as 150 sq miles of lakebed relative to 2000 elevation
60% of this estimated exposure attributable to QSA transfers



Task Force agency actions

Image of agency actions, date



Task Force Agency Actions

“The CEC and the PUC will 
evaluate how renewables at and 
around the SS will further the 
goals of the integrated resources 
plans, including a balanced 
resource mix and the 
minimization of localized air 
pollutants”



Task Force Agency Actions
“Within the next year [2016], as part 
of planning to meet the 2030 
greenhouse gas goals, the PUC, the 
CEC and the ISO will consider 
renewable energy opportunities at 
and around the SS and the region, 
and any additional transmission that 
may be needed for the near term or 
long term.”



Salton Sea Management Needs

Water –

Stakeholder support –

Funding – ? 

Leadership – ?

Long-term Commitment – ? 



Smaller 
But 

Sustainable
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Lots of good options being developed, include backbone, SSRREI, habitat/AQ w renewables
Water Management Facilities Concept Design, from SSRREI
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Presentation Notes
Action on the SS is the linchpin to expanded development of renewables in this valley.
The pieces are starting to come together and there are good options for moving forward, but many obstacles remain
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